Mulbarton

Parish News
Winter 2020-21
(for Dec, Jan, Feb)

Clear Diamond Counselling

Mrs. Tina Bell (MBACP)

Going on holiday?
Having a weekend break? Or at work?
I CAN HELP!
I will visit your cat to provide loving care in
the comfort of their own home.
I am Pet First Aid Trained,
DBS Checked and Insured, so you &
your cat are in the safest of hands.

Psychotherapeutic Counsellor
Working together to understand your unique story to enable
Sustainable change and a new perspective on life

07821 227905

Tina@cleardiamondtherapy.co.uk
www.cleardiamondtherapy.co.uk

Alexandra Coleman

Mulbarton

07592 813100

Norwich
NR14 8AL

www.miaowcatsitting.co.uk

Whether it be home PC repairs, installation of new

computers, upgrades, advice or virus removal

Call Darren on 01508 471459
Or email info@pcassistonline.co.uk
Visit www.pcassistonline.co.uk for more details
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“Christmas isn’t cancelled!”
(A reflection by guest contributor Rev Derrick Hill, a
retired Baptist minister who lives in Mulbarton and
takes services here.)

Christmas is a very special time of year for all sorts of reasons – but as I
write at the end of October people are beginning to recognise that this
Christmas will be different from any other we have known. The restrictions
upon us as a result of the Coronavirus Pandemic mean that many regular
festivities in the lead up to Christmas are being cancelled, or at least scaled
back, and the Rule of Six is likely to restrict many family gatherings over the
holiday itself. However, Christmas is coming!
On that very first Christmas in Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago Mary and
Joseph also had to adjust:

•

They were required to be away from their hometown of Nazareth;

•

They had difficulty finding overnight accommodation in Bethlehem and
had to settle for a stable;

•

Mary was heavily pregnant and gave birth in dingy surroundings to her
first child who was not Joseph’s.

How lonely she must have felt, even in the midst of a crowded town!
But, when events in our life take an unexpected turn for the worse; when we
feel isolated and maybe even afraid, where do we turn? Traditionally when
times are difficult many have found comfort and support through turning to
God in prayer – and Mary certainly did this, learning that her Son, who had
been miraculously conceived in her by the Holy Spirit, would be called
“Immanuel” which means “God with us”.
And this core message of Christmas remains unchanged – that God
reaches out to those who seek Him – and offers to support them on their life
journey – forgiving, purifying, strengthening and protecting.

My prayer for each person in Mulbarton this Christmas is simply that,
whatever circumstances you face when the season comes, you might seek
God and find comfort and support from His presence with you.
If you want to talk further about these things, then please feel free to make
contact with the church through the website or via any of the churchwardens
listed overleaf,
Derrick Hill
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES
in the Mulbarton Group of churches
[ALL subject to whatever is allowed on the day!]
( see http://mulbchurch.org.uk/ for updates & Zoom link)
29th November (Advent Sunday) - 10am Communion by Zoom (link on church
website—above) instead of from Hethel Church
20th December, 10am—Family Christingle on Zoom: join us to
assemble your own Christingle! (Resource bags with all you need
available in the church porches from 12 Dec. If you cannot collect
a bag, you will need an orange, some red ribbon /tape, small soft
sweets / dried fruit, cocktail sticks, small candle.)
Christmas Eve—5pm Communion in Bracon Ash church (instead of a
midnight service) Churchwarden: Heather,578462, itsmecliff@hotmail.co.uk

Christmas Eve—7pm Village CAROL BIG SING and greet your neighbours
(see pull-out centre spread, pages 23—26)
Christmas Day—10am Family Service in Mulbarton Church
(Churchwarden: Tom Taylor, 570746 tomtaylor@live.com )
Sunday 27th December—NO SERVICE

Current rules about church attendance must be followed (wear masks,
no singing, etc) and it would help us organise seating, etc if you
contacted the relevant Churchwarden to say you plan to come.
THANK YOU

&

WELCOME!

From the Registers (Mulbarton unless otherwise stated)
WEDDINGS:

22nd August—Tom Leary & Lucy Parker

FUNERALS:

18th September—Geraldine Olive James (at St Faith’s crematorium)
29th October—Mark Howard Spooner

BURIAL OF ASHES:

14th August—Elsie Page
[Note from Ed: you are welcome to inform me of Weddings and Funerals of local
residents that have taken place at other venues—contact details opposite]
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WELCOME
to PARISH NEWS!
Christmas 2020 won’t be like any other Christmas – but we can still
make it a special VILLAGE CHRISTMAS! Your
PARISH NEWS is promoting an ANGELS project:
turn to pages 32—33. How many angels can we
display for everyone to see? (How many angels
can you spot in this magazine?!)
We’ve ‘clapped for carers’—now we can sing for them, and for our
friends and neighbours. The BIG VILLAGE CAROL SING is 7pm
on Thursday 24th December—all the information (and carols) in
the pull-out centre spread, pp. 23—26.

There is important information from Councillors (pp.11-17) &
Surgery (p.21); a feature on the clock (p.7) and your Covid Heroes
(p.17); news & photos from organisations. All those useful contact
details you need are now in a NEW ‘Village Directory’, on p.43.
THANKS to all our contributors, especially our guest contributor for
p.3; our advertisers, new and renewed (PLEASE SUPPORT
THEM!), and our WONDERFUL team of deliverers!
DEADLINE for items for the SPRING issue (March to May) will be
SUNDAY 31st JAN—though sooner the better as Feb’s a short month!

THE TEAM:
Editor: Jill Wright (570532) dandjwright@hotmail.com
Assistant Editor: Sue Parker sueondartmoor@hotmail.com
Proof-checking: Sue Stirling
Distribution: Pauline Campion (570335)
pauline.campion@btinternet.com
Advertising Manager, Sara, at brumhead2@aol.co.uk

We wish you a happy, healthy CHRISTMAS
& a much happier NEW YEAR!
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Tacolneston Osteopaths
REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS
Yvonne Ayliffe & Associates
9 The Fields Tacolneston
Telephone 01953 789629
OSTEOPATHY FOR ALL
*Experienced osteopath qualified for 39
years
*Osteopathy for babies to the elderly
*Cranial osteopathy for all ages
*Headaches and migraines
*Sporting injuries & structural problems
*For muscular, nerve & joint problems
*After accidents, falls & whiplash
*Low back, neck and nerve pain
*During pregnancy, for mother and baby

MATTHEW OXBURY
PAINTING & DECORATING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTWORK
CITB Fully qualified NVQ3

Tel: 01508 578342 Mobile 07762 518600
matthewoxbury@aol.com
* Fully insured

* Part time decorating lecturer

* 18 Years in the trade

* Discount to OAP’s

* Small rooms or large houses * Wallpaper hanging

* All aspects of decorating
1 Bobbins Way. Swardeston, Norwich. Norfolk. NR14 8DT
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TIME AGAIN!
The clock is back! Our World War 2 memorial clock in the church tower
has been renovated and re-gilded and gleams again.

Above: the
faded clock
before
renovation.
Another
photo, p.11.

If you haven’t stopped to look, please do so, especially on a sunny
afternoon! And the renovation is all thanks to Mulbarton Parish Council—
and Smiths of Derby who originally installed the clock. Earlier this year
they removed the clock-face and took it to Derby for cleaning and regilding. Lockdown delayed its return (originally planned to be in time for VE
Day) but it was installed in time for Remembrance Sunday.
The clock was the brainchild of the post-war Parish Council, and in
particular Sergeant-Major Bill Haverson, DCM, the village postman for 17
years. With Bob Mickleburgh and others he raised the money to buy the
clock and have it installed. It was dedicated by the Bishop of Norwich at a
special service at 3pm on Sunday 8th October, 1950 where the local
British Legion paraded, and ‘Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ sounded.
Over the years, it has been maintained (and improved) by the Parish
Council (see page11) and should now ring out for another 70 years!
Jill Wright
[Main photo, Jill Wright; inset + photos on p.11, Gerald Peachey, Red Zebra Photography]
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MULBARTON
M . O . T.
& REPAIR CENTRE
All Types of
Vehicle Repair Work
Undertaken,
Servicing &
M.O.T. Station

T: 01508 578593
M: 07775 708130
Unit 1, School Road,
Mulbarton, Norwich, NR14 8AE
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HOMEMAINTENANCE

D.J. Ireland

Domestic appliance installation & repair
Complete CAD bathroom and kitchen design

GROU ND WORKS &

and installation service

P AV ING SERV ICES

Electrical installation
Plumbing & heating

BRICKWEAVE DRIVES -CONCRETE
PATIOS - ASPHALT - DRAINS:

Contact Mike
on 01508 578676
on 07889 039729

Fencing, Aggregate Deliveries

 Mini Digger & Lorry Hire
The Cottage,
The Common, Mulbarton,
Norwich, Norfolk

Email: mobylec@gmail.com
Email: mobylec@gmail.com
www.homemaintenanceservice.co.uk
www.homemaintenanceservice.co.uk

Tel: 01508 578176
Mobile: 07778 956825
w w w . d j ir e la n d . c o . u k
VAT Registration No. 525 2216 77
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Parish Council Update October
2020
Despite the unusual times in which
we find ourselves Mulbarton Parish
Council continues to work hard on
behalf of all the residents of the
village. Zoom meetings have
become the norm and residents are
welcome to virtually attend meetings
on the first Monday of each month,
simply email the Parish Council
Clerk Anne for a link, the deadline
for this is the evening before the
meeting or access it from
mulbartonpc.org.uk. The Parish
Council is working with local SNC
Councillors to offer appropriate
support to the village during these
unprecedented times.

“to have its batteries replaced”…
After seventy years’ service the
Parish Council has had the clock
fully restored and refurbished by its
makers, Smith of Derby. It has now
been reinstalled as good as new
(see page 9)
REPAIRS & IMPROVEMENTS
The Parish Council has a constant
programme of repairing and
developing the amenities in the
village. A slight pause was
necessary during lockdown and a
number of projects are now fully
underway, including the repair of the
zip wire at the Meadows; the topping
up of bark in the play areas; the
cutting back and tidying up of
encroaching vegetation in areas of
Council responsibility; the
replacement of parking signs which
are distressed as well as those which
have been unfortunately vandalised
in the village. A number of further
projects are at various stages,
including the tidying up the Common;
repairs to play equipment;
replacement of a bench
on the Common and a
temporary repair of the
Common car park
followed by a longer term
solution to provide a
better all-weather surface.
Where possible the
Council uses suitable
local contractors and
providers who are invited
to tender for work.

CLOCK
Several residents have remarked on
the absence of the Church clock
which is the village’s war memorial
(see page 7). One younger member
of our community expressed the
opinion that it had been taken down
Below: fitting the regilded hands

Continued on p. 13 >>
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Learn to drive with

David Copeman ADI
Professional driving instruction in a patient
and relaxed style.
Special rates for beginners and bulk bookings.
See what my pupils say on

www.aadrivingtuitionnorwich.co.uk

Mobile: 07729 397351
Tel: 01508 578550
dcopeman164@btinternet.com
Franchised to AA Driving School and member
of the Driving Instructors Association
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Parish Council Report, from p. 11:
ALLOTMENTS
The transfer of the allotments at
Oakley Park is almost complete and
there are still plots available for rent.
All of this work is possible due to the
sound financial position of the
Council and is aimed at providing a
pleasant and enjoyable environment
for the village.
WINDFARM PROJECTS
Part of our wider environment is
included in the proposed
development of one or possibly
more electrical sub stations by the
B1113 to the north of the village.
This is being closely monitored by
the Parish Council as this would
have a notable impact on village life.
On July 1st the government
announced approval for the Norfolk
Vanguard wind farm project, which
would connect to the grid at Necton,
in North Norfolk. The Planning
Inspectorate had recommended
refusal. Since then, a judicial review
has been launched to challenge the
government’s decision, and the
case will be heard early next year.
The planning enquiry for the Norfolk
Boreas wind farm closed on 12th
October. A decision on that project
is expected in a few months’ time.
Also on 1st July, the government
announced its intention to approve
the Hornsea Three wind farm. This
would have a connection to the grid
at Dunston, and a sub-station in
Swardeston alongside the B1113.
This was also recommended for
refusal. A final decision is due by
31st December this year.
The fourth project, for the Dudgeon
and Sheringham Shoal wind farms,
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Is just starting the application
process. It is also looking for a site for
a big substation near Dunston. At the
same time, the government has
launched an urgent review of how
these projects connect to the grid.
The review is due to be completed by
March next year. NOTE what is
involved:
Size of infrastructure 149,302 m2 this equals about 22 football pitches.
Size of temporary works 91,000 m2 =
about 13 average football pitches
TOTAL about 35 football pitches
Height of larger of the proposed
substations is 25m. = approx. a 6
storey office building.
Construction time (with possible
obstruction of B1113) is 36 months
The details of all the proposed wind
farm developments can be found on
the Parish Council website:
www.mulbarton.org.uk
Email:
mulbartonparish@btconnect.com
Phone: 01508 578134
The Parish Council office is by the
main entrance to the Village Hall.
We wish everyone the happiest
possible Christmas and a much
better New Year!
LAST POST FOR CHRISTMAS:
2nd Class post: Fri. 18 Dec.
1st Class post: Mon. 21st Dec
Special Delivery: Wed. 23 Dec
Letters to Santa @ Santa’s Grotto,
Reindeerland, XM4 5HQ—Fri. 11 Dec
POST EARLY as further ‘lockdowns’ may cause postal delays

TOM’S

Carl Bradley
LSDE PCertLAM

DRIVING SCHOOL
AUTOMATIC DRIVING LESSONS
Offering professional driving tuition in
Mulbarton and surrounding areas
• Client-centred based lessons
• Competitive prices
• Convenient and flexible times to suit you
• Refresher courses available
• Friendly and fully qualified Approved
Driving Instructor

Mobile: 07810 263938
Telephone: 01508 578649
Carlbradleyckb@gmail.com
LAMDA Qualified for Group or
Individual Tuition, including a group
class at Bracon Ash Village Hall on
Thursdays 5:15- 6:15

Tom Brown ADI
07742 249085
tomsdrivingschool@instructor.net
www.tomsdrivingschool.co.uk

FOOT TREATMENT
As you get older, does it seems as though your arms are getting shorter and your
feet are getting further away?
Why not let me visit you and take care of them!
Nail cutting
Thick nail reduction
Corns
Callus reduction
Treatments conclude with a foot massage using quality creams
£22 per 30 minute appointment
Just £34 per appointment when two clients treated together

Graham Knights MCFHP MAFHP
Foot Health Practitioner
Tel 01508 826374
Mulbarton Based
14

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS OCTOBER 2020
1. Is there still money at the end of your month? Are you, or a group you care
about, suffering from the effects of Covid, physically or financially? Please talk to
us or South Norfolk Council 01508 533 933. There are other issues here, but this
might be the most important for you.
2. An advantage of the Covid crisis is that all council and parish council meetings
can be seen on line, so it is easier to contribute. It looks as though this is will be
so for the foreseeable future.

3. Planning is a fraught topic. We were not able to debate it at Full Council. We
have the new local plan in process and possible Government changes. Anyone
can make a speculative bid but most are refused. Our village cluster is Mulbarton,
Bracon Ash, Swardeston and East Carleton. If you have any questions ask the
Place Shaping Team at LP@s-norfolk.gov.uk or on 01508 533805 as consultations have now closed. The link is; https://www.greaternorwichgrowth.org.uk/
planning/greater-norwich-local-plan/
4. The national grid are finally aware that they need to consider the infrastructure
when planning energy supply and will be rationalising cabling and sub stations in
the future. Sadly not in time for us.
5. If you have IT issues ensure you have a VDSL (not ADSL) enabled modem or
router and ‘fibre to box’ connection.
However it is for you, in this strange year, I hope you have a Very
Happy Christmas and a Healthy & Peaceful New Year.
Vivienne
vivienne.clifford.jackson@gmail.com 07717 296 2020 or 01508
571346
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
South Norfolk Council continues to operate with many staff working from home or
part time at Cygnet House. The offices are open to the general public on a limited
basis. Refuse collections continue as normal.
The recent Government White Paper “Planning for the Future” could bring major
changes to South Norfolk. The algorithmic calculations on housing need suggest
that South Norfolk could be required to accommodate up to 20000 more homes.
This would be in addition to the 40000 already allocated for the Norwich Policy
Area. The implication is that one or more new settlements could be required.
The Village Cluster proposals currently under consideration for the rural areas of
South Norfolk are currently being assessed. The final list will be published in February/March next year following which there will be a period of consultation.
Continued on page 17 >>
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District Council reports, continued:
There are a number of development proposals in the surrounding villages which
may have the combined effect of affecting the rural nature of the village. These
include a potential three windfarm substations at Swardeston (see Parish Council
report, pages 11—13); the relocation of the Ben Burgess works to Swainsthorpe;
the Energy Innovation Centre at Stanfield; and the proposed large Solar Farm at
Bracon Ash (which can be viewed at the South Norfolk website 2020/1409). Work
on the Thickthorn Interchange is scheduled to commence in January 2023.
NOTE: Member Ward Grants are still available to interested groups. Applicants
should contact the District Councillors directly.
Nigel Legg
Contact: nlegg@s-norfolk.gov.uk

NOTE: details of all your District Councillors are available at https://
www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/about-us/councillors-and-committees/yourcouncillors

CONGRATULATIONS….
….to our local COVID HERO AWARD-WINNERS
Adrian (Miller) & his team of volunteers
Bev Theobald, Head Teacher (right)
Boots Pharmacy

Budgeons/PO store
Co-op Store
Fish & Chip van (that comes
Thursdays) (below)

Humbleyard Surgery, Mulbarton
Mulberry Gardens Community
Pantry
Paddock Farm shop
Rupert Wilkins (for the PO traffic
lights!)
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Mulbarton primary school is now well and truly back!
We have been very pleased to reconnect with the children and parents on
their return to school. Seeing the children skipping and running into school
has been a joy. They have returned eager to learn as well as spend time
with their friends and staff.
This term has purposely been a fairly quiet one so we could concentrate on
returning the children to our school systems and routines. Despite the heavy
rain we have managed to move a lot of the learning outside and we are
therefore looking to improve these spaces even more.
Unfortunately our PTA has missed out on vital fundraising which we would
have called on to help with the improvements outside. They had to cancel
the summer fayre and it is looking unlikely that the Christmas fayre will be
able to run. They have therefore set up a Go Fund Me page which you can
look for if you wish to support us (the link is https://gf.me/u/ypat38 ).
Another possible way to support the school is by opting to use Amazon
Smile and naming the Mulbarton PTA as your charity.
Mulbarton Words Week have kindly donated 50 books to the school library
to celebrate our 50 years anniversary and we are very grateful for their
support (see page 37).
The church will again be donating a children’s Bible to our new reception
children before Christmas.
I would like to thank the parents, children and staff for making our return to
“normal” as smooth as possible and hope that we will be able to continue to
deliver high quality education throughout 2021.
Bev Theobald (Head Teacher)
www.mulbartonprimary.norfolk.sch.uk

19

Happy Feet
Qualified Foot
Health Professional
Treatment of corns, calluses,
nail infections and more.
To arrange a home visit please call
Wendy Latoy MCFHP, AFHP on
01379 676872
OR
079 2345 4646
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HUMBLEYARD SURGERY, MULBARTON
As we move through autumn and winter and the number of COVID-19 cases
increase, we are acutely aware of how important it is to minimise the
number of patients coming into the surgery. We would ask all patients to use
our online system at www.humbleyard.nhs.uk or if they do not have online
access, to telephone 01603 977477 with any query. This is to enable us to
protect those patients who we have asked to come into the surgery and to
protect our staff from unnecessary exposure to potential infection.

We have recently installed an intercom at the front door of each of our 3
surgeries. Please ring the bell and wait for a response, please do not walk
into the surgery until you have been asked to do so. This again will help up
manage the number of patients passing through the surgery and allow us to
manage social distancing in a controlled way.
If you are over 65 and still not had your flu vaccination, please contact the
surgery using the online system or alternatively telephone us (details above)
and we will arrange an appointment for you.
You may be aware that a new group of the population will be eligible for a flu
vaccine this year. Later in the season vaccinations will be offered to people
between the age of 50 and 64. We understand that NHS England will
contact people in this age group directly to advise how to get a vaccination.
Please do not contact the surgery until you have received a letter from NHS
England and only if they advise you to do so.
We thank all our patients for their cooperation at what is a very difficult time
for everyone.
Humbleyard Practice Staff

BUBBIES’

Are you expecting a baby, or do you have a young baby?
If so, you may be interested in knowing about the local
support group “Bubbies’ which is for people in this situation.
We had to stop our regular Wednesday meetings
during lockdown and at the moment we are not sure
when ‘Bubbies’ can meet at Harvest House. We do
however have a Bubbies’ Facebook page and Zoom
meetings are available when there is a demand for
these. So get in touch / keep in touch.
Contact Zoe 07944407396
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Oliver Capleton
Electrician
Domestic
Commercial
Industrial
- Rewires & New Installation
- Fault Diagnostics
- Lighting
- Electric Car Charing Points
- Inspection, Testing & Certification
- Over 25 Years’ Experience

01953 603828 / 07770 928505
olivercapleton@btinternet.com
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Big Village Carol Sing
On your own doorstep
Christmas Eve 2020
7pm

Put on your coats, your winter hats and gloves and come carol singing!
But we can’t …. Oh yes we can! With the absence of a Christmas Carol
Service this year we are inviting the whole village to join together and
sing carols, each person on their own front doorstep or front window.
In the spring we came out of our houses at 7pm on Thursdays to clap
and cheer carers: now we are going to sing to and for them—and our
neighbours! If you can’t come out, grab a blanket and a chair and sit by
an open door or window.
You will find the carols we will be singing on the next 3 pages, so pull out
this centre fold and keep it somewhere safe. This leaflet will also be
downloadable from the Village Website at www.mulbarton.info
If you play musical instruments, then bring them out and accompany your
carolling neighbours! Suggested keys are printed next to the carols - it’s
probably a good idea if we are all singing the same notes!
GUIDELINE are set out in column 1 overleaf— PLEASE READ
THEM FIRST. Remember they’ve been given to keep us safe.
Above all have fun as we rejoice together with the familiar songs that tell
the Christmas story.
Becky Taylor (570746)
(additional notes on the carols & authors by Jill Wright)
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PLEASE READ THIS FIRST
•

•
•

Once in Royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed.
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ that little child.

Please stay on your doorstep or
at your front window (as happened during the clap for carers),
and do not use this an an opportunity for socialising beyond the
family/friend bubble that you are
in.
If you or your neighbours would
prefer, please wear a mask when
you sing.
Please do not come out onto the
doorstep if you have symptoms
or have tested positive for Covid
19 or are isolating.

(G)

He came down to earth from Heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all.
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour Holy.
And our eyes at last shall see Him
Through His own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in Heaven above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

Please be aware that this is being offered on the basis of what is allowable
in late October and that the situation
is fluid and may change (check information on www.mulbarton.info or
http://mulbchurch.org.uk).

Not in that poor, lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him; but in Heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high,
When, like stars, His children crowned
All in white, shall wait around.

Remember the (current) slogan:
HANDS
FACE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SPACE

Written by Mrs Cecil Frances
Alexander (1818-1895), wife of the
Bishop of Derry, NI, as one of a series
of hymns to help children understand
the Creed. She once wrote: ‘A nambypamby, childish style is most unpleasing to children, especially boys...’
This carol moves from “Once” (v. 1) to
“is” (v. 5). She wanted singers to know
that what happened 2000+ years ago is
also for NOW, as Jesus is an example
to follow (v. 4) and Lord of all (v.5).

To protect yourselves and others (or,
‘love your neighbours as yourself’.
Now enjoy yourself and have a
lovely Christmas!
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‘O little town of Bethlehem’ was written by
Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), an American
clergyman who visited Bethlehem in 1866.
He makes us feel we are there! The end of
verse 1 is very appropriate for this year—
one with many hopes and fears….
This Christmas hymn was also written for a
Sunday School—to help people understand
that Jesus is still with us (verse 3) and
wants us to know his presence—hence the
prayer that is the final verse.

O little town of Bethlehem,
(F)
How still we see thee lie Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth;
And praises sing to God the King
And Peace to all on earth

Over the page is ‘O come, all ye faithful’.
This is an older Christmas hymn with an
intriguing story: the verses we sing here
were written by an Englishman, John
Francis Wade (c.1710-1786) who was an
exile in France because he was a Roman
Catholic. Some books have more verses—
added later by a French priest who was an
exile in England because of the French
Revolution! All verses were originally
written in Latin.
Some people think Wade’s original carol
had coded messages to supporters of
Bonnie Prince Charlie! But whether that is
true or not, it proclaims loud and clear that
Jesus really is King (v. 1) and God (v. 2)
and was born a true human like us (v. 4).
So we should encourage one another to
worship / adore him.

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray:
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born to us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel

These carols bring together writers of
different eras, countries, religious traditions:
Christmas unites us all.
It’s only a few hours to Christmas day, so
we can sing out the last verse of ‘O come
all ye faithful’ and wish everyone a very
Happy Christmas
25

O come, all ye faithful

HAPPY
CHRISTMAS
EVERYONE!

(G)

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and
triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore Him, (3×)
Christ the Lord.

We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
and a Happy New Year

God of God, light of light,
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very God, begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore Him, (3×)
Christ the Lord.

Good tidings we bring
to you and your kin;
We wish you a merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest:
O come, let us adore Him, (3×)
Christ the Lord.
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this
happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given!
Word of the Father, now in flesh
appearing!
O come, let us adore Him, (3×)
Christ the Lord.

VILLAGE ANGEL
PROJECT
Pages 32—33
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Paddock Farm Shop and Humbleyard Vineyard
Come to the Farm Shop for our full range of fresh Fruit and Vegetables, Sacks of Potatoes 10 and 20kg, Free Range Eggs, Jams, Chutneys, Ice Creams and more.
Our own White and Rosé sparkling wines and a choice of 14 different Red, White and
Rosé still wines, made entirely from the nine grape varieties grown in our Mulbarton
Humbleyard Vineyard. Tours and tastings in the Summer.
Fresh Fish Van every Thursday morning and Butchers Shop open Thurs, Fri, Sat.
Ample Parking. PYO plums in season. Open daily Monday – Saturday 9-5
Signed on B1113 Paddock Farm Shop, Mulbarton, NR14 8JT

Tel 01508 578892

www.humbleyardenglishwine.co.uk
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►Rats

►Mice

►Moles

►Wasps

►Fleas

►Flies

►Rabbits

And many more……...

Premier Pest Solutions are a local family run business situated in the village of Mulbarton, Norfolk.
We offer a wide range of pest control solutions to both domestic and commercial properties
throughout the Norfolk area.
We pride ourselves on being professional, reliable, affordable and effective.
Contact Daniel now for a free, no obligation consultation on:

07449819447
Or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PremierPestSolutionsUK
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES
MULBARTON EVENING
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Hi Ladies.
It was with great regret we had to cancel our
proposed comeback in September. The Rule
of 6 came into being and so we have cancelled all meetings for this year. It
is very encouraging that I have had several enquiries from local
ladies,wishing to join the W.I. We will weather this storm and be back in
action a.s.a.p. be assured.
The Norfolk Federation of W.I. have been very busy and now offer about 6
virtual talks each month, available on Zoom to members. I send out
electronic copies of the county magazine to all those who have the ability to
receive them, and distribute hard copies to the other less fortunate
members. Modern technology has been a huge blessing. enabling us to
keep in touch. Virtual chats are better than no chats, problems can be
shared and solved. Whatever this winter brings, we will keep in touch,
support each other and have some laughs along the way. In the New Year,
a reduced trial membership fee will be available for new members. Full
details and any questions ,just contact (see below).
Our W.I. is a very informal group and usually meet on the third Monday
each month, in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. We welcome visitors and new
members. A new programme will be organised once restrictions start to lift
and some semblance of normality returns. Speakers and projects are on
stand-by. Stay safe and best wishes to all our readers! For any information
contact Anne Hackett. Secretary. Tel 01508 570040 or
e-mail aehackett@btinternet.com

Mulbarton Mardlers
We hope that you are all well! Unfortunately, we still have
to suspend the group meeting for the foreseeable future.
However, we want to remind you that we are here on the
end of a phone for any Mardlers who would like to chat,
and for those who need shopping or prescriptions collected. Just give us a
ring: Sue Mellows 578034, Sue Parker 218692, or Tracey Salisbury
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Join MALGA.
It’s fun, sociable,
interesting & educational.

Who would have thought that the Covid-19 restrictions would have lasted
this long? Like so many others, we have had to cancel most of our activities
this year. We did, however, manage a socially-distanced picnic on the
Common in August. Several MALGA members met under the relief of a
shady oak, bringing our own food and drink and chatting about the
inevitable, and exchanging gardening and allotment tips. Hopefully next year
more members will be able to attend.
We hope to start where we left off as soon as it is safe to do so. Members
will be informed by email of any future events but in the meantime, follow us
on Facebook where you can find full details of our planned events.
These will include Member-only activities such as pub nights, quizzes, a visit
to RHS Garden Hyde Hall, dinners and lunches; and other activities open to
the general public, such as the Mulbarton Gardeners’ Question Time.
Join now and enjoy membership until the end of 2021 for only £4.
To join MALGA, please contact our Chair, Chris Samson, on
cjmsamson@yahoo.co.uk or 07837 969 715; or contact our Secretary,
Geoff, at geoffandvirginia@tiscali.co.uk or download the form from our
Facebook page.
If you have a few spare moments, try our horticulturally-based brain-teaser
below.

Solve these anagrams to find some vegetables, flowers and other
garden-related items:
Toot Beer, Rot Scar, Tuna Pie, Rust Nip, Tea Sweep,
Sun Goes Here, Marsh Tower, Low Tear, A Bomb A Cone,
I Show Trees; Peas Sin, Bad Desires, Stone Crew.
Answers will be given on MALGA’s Facebook page in the new year.
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Let’s fill Mulbarton with Angels this Christmas!
Mulbarton Parish News wants to get the Village celebrating together
this Christmas!
During Spring lockdown, we put rainbows and teddies in our windows to
show support for the NHS and give the children something to look for on a
village walkabout. Now we approach the Christmas season with no town lit
up, no carnivals and none of the usual parties and outings. We can’t make
things the same as normal but your Editors thought it might be an idea for
us to pull together once more as a community and make a seasonal
impact on our village.
Lots of people have mentioned ANGELS this year: a name for helpers;
guardian angels….. So, let’s brighten up our windows and the outside of
our homes even more than usual at this time of year by hanging lights and
angels which can be seen from the street. The angels could be made in
any way you can find or even a picture in the window.
Anyone can go out for a walk and spot the angels all
over the village as a sign of hope and thankfulness for
those who continue to care for us.
There are lots of designs for angels on the internet. Here
is a simple one to enlarge. How about a string of paper
angels (remember how to make strings of dolls on folded
paper?) - see below.
Or one made from a paper plate? (See opposite)
Or a mobile of Christmas tree angels hanging from a coat-hangar on your
curtain rail? (also opposite)
There are patterns for knitted and crochet angels—in any colour (contact
Jill if you want a knitting pattern).
If you become prolific at making angels perhaps some could be shared
with our public spaces e.g. the shops; the church porch….
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More ANGEL ideas:
RIGHT: Draw on a paper plate
and cut along the black lines.
Fold round and fix.
Maybe someone can invent a
waterproof angel from a
polythene bag to hang outside!

BELOW: Use strips of paper
to make a tree decoration—or
a mobile (with a coat hangar).

ANGELS are especially appropriate for 2020—and an important part of
Christmas. On the first Christmas angels appear throughout the story
bringing messages of hope: ‘The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.’ Luke 2
verse 10. And we sing their song in the carol ‘While shepherds watched…..’
"All glory be to God on high
and on the earth be peace;
good will henceforth from heaven to men
begin and never cease."
From your Editor: Jill Wright (570532) & Assistant Editor: Sue Parker (218692)
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THE SALON
IN THE GROUNDS
OF THE OLD VICARGE
SWARDESTON

BASED IN MULBARTON
BEN’S GARDENING SERVICES
GARDEN DESIGN AND LANDSCAPING

We are a small salon which offers you
Friendliness, cleanliness and
Hairdressing of a very
High standard
also
Gents’ hair cutting

GENERAL GARDEN CARE AND
MAINTENANCE
FOR A FRIENDLY SERVICE AND A FREE
CONSULTATION AND ESTIMATE

Telephone: 01508 570268
Barbaras Established 1965

CALL BEN ON 07973 338085

Brownes Lane, Opposite The Bakery,
Swardeston

FIND ME ON FACEBOOK AT
BENSGARDENINGSERVICES

Mark Sutton Accountant
•

Self-Assessment Tax Returns

•

Personal tax advice

•

Accounts for Sole Traders and Partnerships

•

VAT & Bookkeeping

I take pride in offering a personal, confidential & friendly service. I cover
Norwich and the surrounding areas. Appointments can be made at your
business, home or at my office in Drayton at a day and time to suit you,
evening and weekend appointments available .

Your initial appointment is free; this time will be dedicated to discussing
your accounting needs. New clients who have an established business
will receive 20% off their first year’s fee.

Please call Mark for an informal chat
on 01603 867444 or 07468246933
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Mulbarton Rainbows have been super busy. We have

had our meetings outside since the start of September and
we have been doing lots of activities from conker caterpillars,
to games about being kind to others, to discussions about
what it might be like having Dementia. All for our ‘Take Action’ theme badge.
We finished by doing a survey around our outside area on the things in our
community. Surprisingly a few
girls noted they saw the
‘elephant’ on the list?! >>>>
We are looking forward to
having more adventures and
activities around the theme of
remembrance and Christmas.
Joanna

1st Mulbarton
Brownies need YOU

2020 has been tough, not least
because at Mulbarton Brownies, we’d begun to find our flow: regular meetings,
regular fun and new members finding friendship within the group. We’ve focussed
during the Covid period on continuing to meet regularly via Zoom with crafting,
quizzes, virtual treasure hunts, and importantly, badges!!
As we look to continue this amazing institution into 2021 and beyond we need
additional adult volunteers to make sure we continue having fun.
If you’ve not thought about volunteering before, as a Brownie volunteer, you support
girls to learn new skills, have incredible adventures, make friends and speak out
about the issues they care about. You may even be given an Owl name!!
As volunteers, leaders and helpers we're here to help empower and inspire girls
begin their journey into young women with valuable skills they will require in adult life.
Join us by emailing Fiona: fimacnab@hotmail.com
Fiona Munn

Mulbarton Guides and Rangers have been meeting on Zoom with some

great Guides and Rangers. As much as we would love to meet face to face we have
decided for now not to, however that has not stopped us having fun. We have done
quizzes, scavenger hunts, cooking on cans; made biscuits cakes and Armpit fudge;
completed challenges and worked towards Skill Builders which form part of the new
programme. We have welcomed two new Guides and one new Ranger with more
joining after half term
Leaders have also been busy, renewing our First Aid and Safe Space qualifications
online.
If you would like to be part of our unit please email us for more information at
mulbartonguides@gmail.com
Pam, Hayley, Sally, and Molly
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1st Mulbarton Scouts

We sincerely hope that you are all managing to keep both safe &
well. We shall miss seeing so many of you at our annual fireworks
event which sadly, but somewhat inevitably, had to be cancelled for
2020. The evening is our main fundraiser on which we really do
rely. Several local residents suggested we set up a fundraising
page to try and recoup some of the lost income. If you'd like to
make a contribution, however small, it would be hugely appreciated. You can do so
by visiting https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/1stmulbartonscouts
The Bird in Hand at Wreningham came up with a fabulous idea. A competition for
our Beavers,Cubs,Scouts & Explorers to design a savoury 'Scout Pie' to be added
to the pub’s menu . Martha Bird’s Corned Beef, Leek & Potato Pie was chosen as
the winner & was turned into delicious reality by head chef at the Bird in Hand. For
every diner at the pub who chooses the Scout Pie from the menu, the Bird in Hand
will make a donation to our fundraising page. Huge thanks to them & well done to
Martha for coming up with such a tempting pie recipe!
We have also been supported by the Co-op who ran a ‘Guess the Name of the
Pumpkins’ competition, with all proceeds coming to Scouts.
We are hugely grateful for this support the community has shown us and would
love to hear from any other local businesses or groups, so please do get in touch
with us if you have any fundraising ideas.
Happily most of our sections are now back running at least some face to face
sessions, giving the young people a chance to enjoy being together again. Our
fabulous team of adult volunteers have really shown their commitment, passion &
ability to adapt & overcome throughout 2020 and we'd like to publicly say a huge
THANKYOU to them all. We are currently seeking a couple of new volunteers to
come & get involved, particularly with our 10 to 14 year olds (Scouts). If you would
like to know a bit more then please get on touch via our Facebook page (just
search 1st Mulbarton Scouts) or call Chris on 01508 570180 or E-mail us at
mulbartonscouts@live.co.uk More about us at www.mulbartonscouts.org.uk
Cathy Middleton (Publicity Officer)
Here are some photos of a couple of our
more recent activities: Cubs at the Scout HQ
in Mulbarton on rocket-building night &
Explorers canoeing along the Bure between
Horstead & Wroxham
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ENJOY A GOOD READ?
On a glorious summer evening in August Book Club
members met up on the Common for picnic and a
discussion of The Museum of Broken Promises by Elizabeth
Buchan. It was great to be able to meet in person to enjoy
not only a good book but lovely weather, a glass of one’s
favourite tipple and especially some very genial company.
We are expecting to hold our next meetings on Zoom under
current restrictions. However, we have some interesting books to entertain us.
10 December
The Penguin Lessons by Tom Michell
Tom Michell is in his roaring twenties: single, free-spirited and seeking
adventure. He has a plane ticket to South America, a teaching position
in a prestigious Argentine boarding school and endless summer
holidays. He even has a motor bike, Che Guevara style. What he
doesn't need is a pet. What he really doesn't need is a pet penguin.
Set against Argentina’s turbulent years following the collapse of the
Peronist regime, this is a heart-warming story.
21 January 2021

The Witch Finder’s Sister by Beth Underdown

Alice Hopkins returns to the small Essex town of Manningtree, after her
husband’s tragic accident to be with her brother but home is no longer
a place of safety. Matthew has changed, and there are rumours
spreading through the town: whispers of witchcraft, and of a great
book, in which he is gathering women's names. To what lengths will
Matthew's obsession drive him? What choice will Alice make, when
she finds herself at the very heart of his plan?
For more information on how and where we will be meeting up please contact Pat
Brooks 01508 570016 or email Patriciabrooks569@gmail.com

WORDS WEEK donation
Because Words Week events had to be cancelled—and its future
is very uncertain with no new committee to run future Weeks—the
outgoing committee decided to use the money which would have
been used for an author to visit school to buy books for the school
library tagged as “Fifty books for fifty years”, to celebrate the fact
that the school has been on the present site
since 1970. The photo shows just some of the
50 books chosen and donated.

When it’s gone, it’s gone!
At the time of writing there are just over 40 copies of The
Book of Mulbarton left. These few copies are available at
Paddock Farm Shop or direct from the author, Jill Wright.
My contact details are on p.3 as editor if you want to
arrange to collect or have one delivered. Cost £19.99.
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Facebook: B K HAIR

USE THIS VOUCHER TO RECEIVE £5 OFF YOUR FIRST APPOINTMENT
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CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON

01953 423159

OR

07849 155511

TIME SHARE SWIMMING AT MANGREEN

For you, your family and friends, Water Temp 30-31c
Enjoy the privacy and warmth of the water of our pool.

.

For more information call 01508 570444
E-mail swimming@mangreen.co.uk or events@mangreen.co.uk
We have accommodation at Mangreen if you have any guests you
need to accommodate give us a call from £70 bed and breakfast.
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Hethersett ‘District’ Lions Club

(CIO) – Your local Lions group: Charity No: 1179036
Like most organisations, societies and clubs we have
been unable operate normally through these uncertain
times. We still have our bi-monthly meetings via ‘Zoom’
which is not ideal but allows us to discuss things and
stay in touch. Different ideas have been discussed of how we can raise funds
to help those less fortunate than ourselves but most of these fall foul of the
covid regulations. Two new Members have joined us since the restrictions
started. We welcome them to the Club and look forward to working with them
when things allow. As this year comes to an end it seems appropriate to
thank support workers, volunteers and all the services for everything they are
doing to keep us safe and well. Christmas may not be the same this year for
families but let’s try and make the best of it, stay safe, be happy and hope
that 2021 will bring new treatments and a possible vaccine to take us back to
some kind of normality. Should you wish to know more about what Lions get
up to please get in touch:
Club Secretary John Hewitt 01508 570392
or visit www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/hethersettuk/

SHORT MAT BOWLS

As a small club we are unable to meet all the requirements. At present we
are looking optimistically at April 2021!

SWARDESTON DAY CENTRE

New name for Edith Cavell Day Centre,
which has plans to re-open with small
numbers. Details in their ad. on page 27.

Bracon Ash & Hethel Village Hall
New pathway and surroundings—all
ready for when things return to ‘normal’!
NOW OPEN for Yoga classes &
Wednesday Pub Nights.
Updates on our Facebook page: Bracon
Ash and Hethel Official Village Hall and
Social Club. And have a look at our great
new website: bavh.co.uk
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KEVIN GEORGE BUILDING SERVICES
FOR ALL YOUR HOME MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS

CONTACT KEVIN GEORGE

01508 571339

07535136963

www.kevingeorgebuildingservices.co.uk

Serenity Norfolk
Celia and Paul Sheldrake
Holistic Wellbeing
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Crystal Healing and Acupressure
Holistic Massage
Past Life Clearing
ReAwakening Coaching
Mindfulness and Relaxation
Enlightening Workshops
Home visits and gift vouchers available

Relaxing treatment room in Mulbarton

01508 571209 info@serenitynorfolk.co.uk

serenitynorfolk.co.uk
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VILLAGE DIRECTORY
VILLAGE WEBSITES & INFORMATION:
Village information, google calendar, downloadable map, link to monthly
‘infomail’ and to digital version of this Parish News: www.mulbarton.info
Parish Council: www.mulbartonpc.org.uk—downloadable WELCOME
booklet for newcomers here, or collect a copy from the Parish Council
Office which is to right of the Village Hall main entrance, where the
opening times are displayed on a notice on the door.
Mulbarton group of churches: http://mulbchurch.org.uk
Mulbarton Primary School: https://mulbartonprimary.norfolk.sch.uk/
Mulbarton surgery: https://www.humbleyard.nhs.uk/
Mulbarton history: www.mulbartonhistory.org.uk (with links to history of
Bracon Ash & Hethel, and Flordon)

RED CROSS loan equipment (walking frames, bedpans, commodes,

wheelchairs, etc) available via Dr Andrew Fairclough, Mill House, Norwich
Road, Mulbarton on B1113 opposite village sign (entry at side). Tel:
570377

Our Community Connector is Rachel Mahoney if you need help with

anything from a broken washing machine to looking for a new hobby. You
can contact her on 07972 731176 rmahoney@s-norfolk.gov.uk

Rich’s Trust (a local charity) can make small grants to residents to meet
specific needs. You can contact the Almoner in total confidence: Pauline
Campion (570335) pauline.campion@btinternet.com

Mobile Library comes Thursday 4-weekly (CEN 416) 17 Dec; 14 Jan; 11
Feb. Timetable at www.mulbarton.info or via Norfolk Libraries website,
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE:
Mulbarton Village Hall: 4 rooms available + licensed bar, for regular or
occasional hire. Contact: Louise Gaskin via
mulbartonvillagehall@gmail.com

Bracon Ash & Hethel Village Hall & Social Club: free superfast
broadband & Wifi. Contact: liz.heath1@outlook.com
New website at www.bavh.co.uk (more on page 41)
Also available when restrictions lift: Harvest House & the Scout HQ
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Rachel’s Mobile
Hair & Beauty

Gent cuts

Waxing

Cut & Blowdry

Manicures & Pedicures

Highlights & Colouring

Eye Brow & Lash Tinting

Professional Service in the comfort of your own home
Affordable Prices
Quality Products Used
Fully Trained in a Top Norwich Salon & Beauty School

07762 644150
01508 578436

For more information or to Book an appointment
Call RACHEL on
01508 578596 or 07742115784
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Services for
Mulbarton Group of
churches
(Mulbarton, Bracon Ash,
Hethel & Flordon)

10am
every Sunday

may remain on-line only
via Zoom, with a ‘live’
Holy Communion service
each month in one of the
churches IF allowed.
[Christmas services p.4]
Please refer to church
notice-boards and to
http://mulbchurch.org.uk/
where services are
recorded and uploaded.

